
When God Corrects His 
Children

Proverbs 3:11-12



Here are three important questions 
for the Family of God.

1. How does one get into the Family of God?

2. Why does God discipline His Family?

3. What delights God most about His Children?



I. How Does One Get into 
the Family of God?

A. We are not naturally God's children.

Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Romans 5:10, For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.



B. God's love meets us where we are.

Romans 5:8, "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us…"

2 Corinthians 5:21,"For He (God) made Him (Christ) who knew no sin 
to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him."



C. Legally, we are adopted into the Family of God.

Romans 8:14-16, For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God.

15For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, 
Father.”

16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God…



Galatians 4:4-7

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law,

5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 

6And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”

7Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ.



C. Spiritually, we are born into the Family of God.

John 3:3-7, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit.

7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

John 1:12, But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name:



Have you been born again?



II. Why Does God Discipline 
His Children?

A. "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD."



Hebrews 12:5-11
5And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My 

son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you 
are rebuked by Him; 

6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He 
receives.”

7If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom a father does not chasten?

8But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you 
are illegitimate and not sons.

9Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits and live?

10For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He 
for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.

11Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it.



B. "God is a God of order.  His family must be under His 
discipline."  (H. A. Ironside) 

Romans 8:28-29, And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.

29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.

C. Chastening (correction) is evidence that we are in God's 
family. 



Hebrews 12:10-11

10For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to 
them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His 
holiness.

11Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.



III. What Delights God 
About His Children?

A. God is delighted with our obedient response to His love.
- John 14:15, "If you love Me, keep My commandments."  
- 1 Sam 15:22-23, "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offering and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?  Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry..." 

B. God is delighted when we learn from His correction.
C. God is delighted when His chastening produces holy living in 

us.
- Heb. 12:11, Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but 

painful;
- "nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to 

those who have been trained by it."



D. Have you experienced the chastening of God in your 
life?

"illegitimate and not sons." (Heb. 12:8)

1 Thess. 4:3, For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that you 
abstain from sexual immorality.  

4that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, 

5not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles, who do not know God.  



E. How have you responded to God's correction?     

1 John 1:8-9, If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.

9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Need to be saved today?  
Come!



Need to renew your 
fellowship with the LORD?

Come!



Need to repent of your 
rebellion and obey God?  

Come now! 


